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INTRODUCTION 

 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Blessed is the one whose 

transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Blessed are those who 

have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. 

Blessed are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away the 

reproach” of former times. Blessed is the father at the return of his 

prodigal son. Blessed are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. 

Rejoice! 

 



GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE      

A large print version of today’s Hymns is located on  

                                             the Usher Stands. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing  ELW 807

    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who brings us safely through 

the sea, who gives us water from the rock, who leads us into the land of 

milk and honey.     Amen. 

 

Let us come home to God, confessing our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful Father, 

   we have sinned against heaven and before you.  We do not fully    

   live as your sons and daughters.  We use your gifts to our own  

   ends.  Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist all that draws  

   us away from you, and be at peace with one another.   Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

  

GREETING 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of   

  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Gloria 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you; 

 And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. God of compassion,  

   you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your  

   mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and  

   feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  

   and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  

   God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 

 

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

  By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised 

land instead of the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the 

desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness 

wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

 
9 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away the reproach 

of Egypt from you." And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this 

day. 
10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept 

the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the 

plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they 

ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 

And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. 

And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of 

the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 

 

The word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM:    Psalm 32 

 

  1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,  

whose sin is covered.  
2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  
3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away  

through my groaning all day long.  
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;  

my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
5 I acknowledged my sin to you,  

and I did not cover my iniquity;  

   I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,"  

and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
6 Therefore let everyone who is godly 

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;  

  surely in the rush of great waters, 

they shall not reach him.  
7 You are a hiding place for me;  

you preserve me from trouble;  

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;  

I will counsel you with my eye upon you.  
9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,  

which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 

or it will not stay near you.  
10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked,  

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.  
11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,  

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

  All people are alienated and cut off from God because of sin and 

rebellion. Christ’s death bridges that eternal gap by paying sinful 

humanity’s just punishment, and in his resurrection he has redeemed and 

restored us to fellowship with him. 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him 

thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 



The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from 

God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 

world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 
The word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

GOSPEL VERSE    

 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 15th Chapter 

 
 



Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

  Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only 

after he has spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That 

same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believed it was his 

obedience that earned his place in the father’s home. 
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 

him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man 

receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So he told them this parable: 
11 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the 

younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property 

that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 13 Not 

many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey 

into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 

living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in 

that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself 

out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 

feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, 

and no one gave him anything. 17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 

'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, 

but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I 

will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 

servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still 

a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best 

robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 

23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' 

And they began to celebrate.   25 "Now his older son was in the field, and 

as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 
 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 

27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed 

the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28 

But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated 

him, 29 but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served 

you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a 



young goat that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son 

of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 

killed the fattened calf for him!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are 

always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate 

and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and 

is found.'" 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.

 

 
 

SERMON  

    

HYMN OF THE DAY  Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling ELW 608 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  NICENE CREED   ELW p.126 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE MEAL 

OFFERING      

OFFERTORY

 

  

 

 



DIALOGUE  

  
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift 

of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                    ELW p. 144 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER     ELW p. 145 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                           

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

   We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us  

   through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,  

   strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 

   love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

        Amen 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION AND THREE FOLD AMEN 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 

  In the name of the Father, and of ☩ the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN:        Amazing Grace                ELW 779 

 

DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God.   

Welcome to worship this morning.  May the Lord bless you during this 

time together.   If you have special prayer requests, please give them to 

an usher.  All who are baptized and believe that the Lord is present in the 

bread and wine are welcomed to the table.  Juice is available for the 

asking. 


